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Dear Marion County Community, 

 

Drug Free Marion County has created this remonstration manual based on all of the 

information about alcohol licensure in our County.   

 

Why are we concerned about this issue – and why should you get involved? Drug Free Marion 

County has found that: 

 

 Marion County had the highest number of alcohol-related collisions (2,583), public 

intoxication arrests (3,701) and driving while intoxicated arrests (5,194), and the 

second-highest number of alcohol-related fatal car crashes (23) in the state.   

 Data from Marion County student surveys indicates that our 6th and 8th grade 

students begin drinking at earlier ages -- and drink more heavily -- than do other 

students throughout Indiana.   

 Records also show that 45% of students attending local colleges and universities 

report having participated in binge drinking within the last two weeks.   

 

These alarming statistics, along with personal stories of shattered young lives, led us to form a 

coalition devoted to preventing and reducing underage and binge drinking. 

 

With your help, these shocking facts can change! 
 

This packet is designed to help you -- community members and groups -- voice your 

concern about the growing numbers and concentration of alcohol outlets in Marion County. In this 

packet, you will find information on the alcohol-license permit process, instructions on how to 

formally remonstrate against an alcohol-license permit, sample letters and petitions, and tips on 

effective ways to collect data for your community. 

 

 If you have any questions or concerns, or would like us to visit your group to speak with you 

about the information presented, please feel free to contact Nancy Beals with Drug Free Marion 

County at: 

  2506 Willowbrook Parkway, Suite 100 

  Indianapolis IN, 46205 

  Phone: 317-254-2815 

  Email: nbeals@drugfreemc.org 

 

 In addition, we would appreciate any feedback you have regarding this packet and the 

information included in it.  Please let us know what was helpful, what can be improved, what is 

missing, and what you used the most.  We are here to help and support you in your endeavors to 

continue to make Marion County a safe community.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Drug Free Marion County 
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Definition: 
 
Remonstration is a legal term used to refer to 

individuals or groups who speak out in opposition to 

a specific action or event.  Members of the community 

who wish to speak or offer evidence against an alcoholic 

beverage permit application are known as 

“remonstrators.”  
 

Why do people remonstrate? 
 Community and neighborhood groups choose to 

challenge alcohol-permit applications near them for 

many reasons. Primarily they are concerned about 

the impact on their community of another store or 

restaurant serving alcohol, perhaps because the store 

is close to a school, church or playground.  

Sometimes a particular permit application does not 

fit with the economic development plan the 

community has created.  

 The state has identified particular grounds upon 

which an alcoholic beverage permit can be 

challenged.  

 

Will I feel comfortable remonstrating? 

 It is every citizen’s right to have his/her voice and 

opinion heard, and a wide variety of area residents 

remonstrate at Local Board Hearings. Whether you 

are concerned about drunk driving, increased crime 

rates, underage drinking, binge drinking or the social 

availability of alcohol, the tools and advice provided 

in this packet will help you be well-prepared to make 

your case – and feel confident doing so. 

 

In Indiana, those wishing to speak against an alcohol 

permit may remonstrate at the Alcohol and Tobacco 

Commission Local Board Hearing.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

Preface 

Did You Know: 
 Over-concentration of alcohol outlets 

in a particular neighborhood leads to 
economic and social disintegration? 
According to a 1997 Chicago study, 

an area’s economic base loses its 
diversity and becomes less attractive 
to both residents and potential retail 
customers. 

 
 Over-concentration of alcohol outlets 

contributes to an increase in crime 

rates – including violent crimes – in 
an area. For example, a 1998 report 
showed that, in Newark, NJ, alcohol 
outlet density was the most 
important factor determining why 
violent crime rates are higher in 
certain areas of the city – more 

important than such factors as 
employment rate and median 
household income. 
 

 Over-concentration of alcohol outlets 
in a particular area corresponds with 

a greater number of alcohol-related 
automobile crashes with injuries. A 
1994 study in Los Angeles showed 
that, for every 1 percent increase in 
outlet density, alcohol-related crashes 
increased .54 percent 
 

 Over-concentration of alcohol outlets 
in a particular area corresponds with 
an increase in domestic violence and 
child abuse. A 2003 Maryland study 
showed that a doubling of the density 
of liquor stores was associated with a 
nine percent increase in the rate of 

reported domestic violence. And 
according to a 2004 study by 

Freisthler, Midanik & Gruenewald, a 
positive relationship exists between 
child maltreatment and density of 
alcohol outlets. 
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Why is alcohol a regulated product? 
Alcohol is regulated because it has been deemed a potentially hazardous and dangerous product.  

 

What are the different types of alcohol licenses? 
 There are approximately 70 different types of alcohol permits. These can be broken down into 

two basic categories: dealer permits and retailer permits.  Dealer permits allow a business to sell 

alcohol products for carryout. The type of stores that have a dealer permit include package 

liquor stores, drug stores, grocery stores and convenience stores.  Retail permits encompass 

restaurants, bars, clubs and hotels. Many restaurants can also sell alcohol for carryout, but their 

primary selling of alcohol involves drinks consumed on the location site. 

 Furthermore, permits are broken out by the type of alcohol sold. A one-way permit enables the 

business to sell beer only. Two-way permits allow for the sale of beer and wine, or liquor and 

wine, or liquor and beer. Three-way permits allow for the sale of all three types of alcohol.   

 

What are the laws in Indiana on providing alcohol to minors, underage 

consumption of alcohol and driving while intoxicated? 
The legal age for buying, consuming and transporting alcohol is 21. See appendix for the full law

1
. 

The penalties for providing alcohol to minors are as follows:  

 Minors (those under 21) will be charged with a class C misdemeanor when they lie or present 

false identification about their age while purchasing alcohol.  

 Individuals over the age of 21 can be charged with a class B misdemeanor for consciously 

selling or providing alcoholic beverages to a minor. 

 Driving while intoxicated: The blood alcohol content (BAC) for an adult to be found “guilty” of 

operating under the influence (OWI) is .08%; for a person under 21, the threshold is .02% BAC. 

  

What is the process governing alcoholic beverage permits in Indiana? 
 Businesses must apply to sell and distribute alcohol. Alcohol is regulated in Indiana by the State 

Alcohol and Tobacco Commission and the Indiana State Excise Police. Businesses wishing to 

sell and distribute alcohol must apply to the Indiana Alcohol and Tobacco Commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding Alcohol Licenses 

and Laws  
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Step One: Filing of application 
Application is filed with the state Alcohol Tobacco Commission (ATC). The ATC determines if 

there are licenses available in the community selected by the applicant. When the application passes 

ATC inspection, it is assigned a hearing date 

 

Step Two: Public notification 
All applicants have a duty to notify business and residents within 1,000 feet of the business of their 

intention to sell alcohol.  Notice must be sent out 15 days prior to the scheduled hearing. Notice is 

given in two ways: 1) A bright -orange sign is posted at the business location; 2) Mailed notice is 

sent to business and residents in the immediate area and to neighborhood groups, churches and 

schools in the surrounding area.  Applicants receive a list of registered neighborhood groups from 

the Department of Metropolitan Development for the City of Indianapolis.  (To make sure your 

organization is registered with them, call 317-327-3698.) Notice is only required to be sent once; if 

the hearing date is delayed, community members will not receive notice of the changed date 

 

Notice Requirement by Posted Sign Law 
** This information can be found at: http://www.in.gov/atc/files/Notice_Letter_for_Sign.pdf 
 

 Posting notice of application is bound by law under IC 7.1-3-1-28, IC 7.1-3-1-5.6(e) and 905 

IAC I-52 

 All applicants for initial alcohol license issuance, transfer of business location or transfer of 

business ownership of an Alcohol and Tobacco Commission (ATC) retailer or dealer permit 

MUST post a sign to indicate to the public that the applicant is seeking alcohol license issuance. 

 The sign must be prepared or approved by the Commission. 

 The sign must be posted at least 10 days prior to the Local Board hearing date. 

 The applicant is responsible for knowing when the Local Board is scheduled to hear 

his/her permit request. 

 The sign must be posted in a manner visible from the nearest and largest public 

thoroughfare (road) in the vicinity of the applicant’s property or in the proposed 

business location. 

 **There are exceptions to the above stated requirement only for Marion County: 

a. If the application is for any retailer or dealer permit EXCEPT a dealer’s permit 

within the boundaries of the special fire service district, the applicant may choose to 

post a sign notice OR comply with the mail notice requirements 

b. An applicant for new licensure, transfer of location or transfer of ownership of a 

liquor dealer’s permit within the boundaries of the special fire district shall continue 

to comply with the mail notice requirements 

c. If the application is for renewal of a liquor dealer’s permit within the boundaries of 

the special fire district, the applicant shall continue to comply with the mail notice 

requirements. 

Understanding the Alcohol License 

Application Process  

http://www.in.gov/atc/files/Notice_Letter_for_Sign.pdf
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Notification for New and Transfer Permits (Except Liquor Dealers) 
Applicants for a new and any type of transfer permit, except liquor dealer permits, must comply 

with the procedure below: 

1. Post Sign: This law is detailed above.  The sign must be posted in the front window in a 

conspicuous location visible from the street. 

2. Mail Notice to Neighborhood Organizations:  Written notices must be sent to registered 

neighborhood organizations that represent the area in which the property is located, and 

to registered churches and schools within 1,000 feet of the property.  These notices are 

also obtained by the ATC and must be mailed at least 15 days prior to the Local Board 

Hearing. 

 The mailed notice must include: 

1. The name and address of the applicant; or if the applicant is a corporation, a 

club, an association or an organization, the notice must include the name and 

address of the applicant’s president, secretary and principal owners who will be 

responsible to the public for the sale of alcoholic beverages. 

2. A statement that the applicant has filed an application with the Alcohol and 

Tobacco Commission for the sale of alcoholic beverages. 

3. The specific address where alcoholic beverages are to be sold. 

4. The type of alcoholic permit applied for. 

5. The date, time and location of the public hearing set before the local ATC 

board regarding the application. 

 If there is a desire to remonstrate against a location, the recipient of the notice may attend this 

public hearing. 

 A completed Affidavit of Compliance of Notice of Property Owners must be brought to the 

Local Board Hearing. 
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Sample Notification: 

 
Below is an actual sample notification that you would receive from the Alcohol 

Applicant if you are a registered organization with the Department of Metropolitan 

Development.  Sometimes the Alcohol Applicant’s attorney will send you a letter in 

place of this form. 
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Step Three: Zoning 
 Before an application for a new alcohol location can be heard by the ATC, it must be 

processed by the zoning department. 

 Zoning by definition means to partition (a city or township) by ordinance into sections 

reserved for different purposes, such as residence or business. 

 Zoning is meant to help plan the development of land in a given city/township. Planning 

by definition refers to the establishment of goals, policies and procedures for a 

community’s development. 

 Thus, when an application enters zoning, it is to ensure that the business meets the 

zoning and planning classifications for a particular area of the city and township. 

 The Code Enforcement office of the Department of Metropolitan Development in Marion 

County verifies the zoning requirements for new alcohol locations.   

 This ensures that the applicant’s building structure and location are in conformity with 

zoning ordinances and are allowed to have such a business to legally operate at the 

proposed location. 

 The Department of Metropolitan Development is a completely separate entity from the 

Alcohol and Tobacco Commission. 

 

Zoning Requirements 
 An applicant must meet three different zoning requirements: 

d. Use 

-for the purpose of alcohol licensure, this step ensures that the building is suitable for 

the intended use.  Thus, if a location is trying to get a dealer permit, the zoning 

would verify that this location meets the criteria for, say, a grocery store. 

e. Development Standards 

-this step ensures that the location and building meet the legal standards for parking, 

signs, mulch, salt, awnings, etc. 

f. Definition Upon Which Everything Stands/Construction of Language 

-a proposed business location (not just alcohol) must meet all required definitions set 

forth by the code enforcement of the Department of Metropolitan Development. 

 If the location is in a C3 (commercial district), the property boundary line: 

 must be at least 100 feet away from a “protected” district (aka residential 

district) with no intervening street  

 and must be at least 200 feet from schools and churches  

 A zoning affidavit must be obtained and presented to the Local ATC Board at the public 

hearing date.   

o Other requirements that an applicant must submit at the ATC Local Board hearing 

can be found under the heading Marion County Alcoholic Beverage Board Checklist 

& Procedure in Step Four (next page). 
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Step Four: Public Hearing 
The applicant is required to appear before the Local Alcoholic Beverage Board to present his/her 

documentation and face any remonstrators.  

 

The Marion County Alcoholic Beverage Board Checklist & Procedure 

Before the public hearing date, the following items MUST be brought to the Marion County Local 

Alcoholic Beverage Board Hearing in order for an application to be considered by the Local Board.  

These items may NOT be mailed to the Indiana Alcohol & Tobacco Commission. 

1. Affidavit of Compliance Posting 

2. Affidavit of Compliance or Notice Sent to Property Owners 

3. Affidavit from the Department of Metropolitan Development (assures zoning is 

completed) 

4. Affidavit from the Department of Revenue (applicants must get tax clearance from the 

Indiana Department of Revenue) 
 

Continuances 
 Applicants that cannot provide the above four affidavits to the ATC board by the set hearing 

date may get a continuance that will allow them to continue collecting this information. 

 In the event of a continuation, a new hearing date will be set to hear the application. 

o Applicants do not have to notify community groups and neighborhood associations if 

their hearing date is moved due to a continuance. 

 If the hearing date for a location of interest to you is moved or you suspect it is moved, please 

contact us at 317-254-2815 and we can assist you with identifying the new hearing date. 

 Sometimes it is beneficial if an applicant’s hearing date is continued, because it allows 

community groups and neighborhoods more time to prepare the data, letters, etc for the hearing. 

 ** Because it can be very difficult to find out if and when a hearing date has been continued, we 

have begun tracking the continued dates that we are aware of.   

Please consult www.drugfreemarioncounty.org for continued hearing dates of interest. 
 

Renewing an Existing Alcohol License  
Each alcohol permit must be renewed annually by submitting a renewal application to the 

Commission. The Local Board is required to examine each renewal application every two years. 

 Public notice is not required for a business wishing to renew an existing alcohol license. 

Therefore, you must be vigilant and do your own research if you wish to remonstrate against the 

renewal of a permit. 

  Currently, alcohol-renewal application information can be found through the Permit Search 

function on the Indiana ATC’s Web site, http://www.in.gov/ai/appfiles/atc-license-lookup/. You 

can search by business name or permit number. 

 You also can search the schedule of Local Alcoholic Beverage Board Hearing meeting dates 

and locations for information on agendas at each meeting. This information should include 

alcohol license renewal requests. Visit http://www.in.gov/atc/2410.htm, scroll down to the Local 

Alcoholic Beverage Board Meetings heading and click on the link to the current year, then click 

on the link to the month of interest. 

 

http://www.in.gov/ai/appfiles/atc-license-lookup/
http://www.in.gov/atc/2410.htm
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You Must Act Quickly 
 Once the community has been notified of a new alcohol location in the area, there are only 

approximately 10 days to take action (unless the application hearing is continued). It’s 

important to be prepared, knowledgeable and ready to take action within this time period. 

 This segment of the Manual will guide you through the remonstration process, from what to do 

when you are notified of a new alcohol-license application to preparing for the Board Hearing, 

remonstrating at the Hearing and, if necessary, following through with the appeal process. 

 Drug Free Marion County would be happy to assist you in collecting, interpreting, and 

preparing the data needed for your community group to present at the Local Board Hearing. For 

assistance, please contact Nancy Beals at 317-254-2815 or nbeals@drugfreemc.org 

 
What to Do First 
After you are informed of a new alcohol location: 

1. Hold a meeting with community/neighborhood members and leaders to discuss the fact that 

there has been a request for a new alcohol outlet in your area. Document this meeting in writing, 

as you can use it at the ATC Local Board hearing. 

2. It is important to inform the alcohol applicant of your intentions to remonstrate. No matter 

what the applicant’s response, the ATC Local Board is usually more receptive to community 

groups that have attempted to meet with the applicant and work out any differences or concerns 

prior to the hearing. Next, begin collecting evidence that the community does not want, need or 

desire alcohol to be sold at the location requested.  This can be done by gathering signatures of 

local residents on petitions against the new alcohol location.  Encourage local businesses (with 

the exception of competitors to the new alcohol location), their customers/clients, church 

members and leaders and other neighborhood groups near the proposed location to collect 

signatures as well.   

3. Begin collecting the necessary information you will need about your community to make your 

case at the Local Board hearing: the number of existing alcohol sales outlets; the proximity of 

the store to a church, school and/or playground; number of crimes or police runs to the area; etc. 

4. Compose a letter to the ATC Local Board representing the membership of community 

groups/neighborhood associations that are requesting permit denial, stating their stance. 

5. Compose a letter to the ATC Local Board from board members of your community group 

and/or leaders of your neighborhood association and ask all members/leaders to sign it. 

6. Inform community and neighborhood members of the LOCATION and TIME of the hearing 

date for the proposed location so they can be present. The Local Board pays attention to a large 

turnout of community group members who attend the actual application hearing. 

 

 

 

Understanding the Remonstration 

Process  

mailto:nbeals@drugfreemc.org


 

 12 

 

 

7. Assemble all the data you have gathered about your community, any petitions and any letters to 

the Local Board you have completed to bring to the Local Board hearing date for the new 

proposed location. 

8. Go to the Local Board hearing with your community members and state your case confidently. 

If you are unaware of when the local hearing may occur, contact Drug Free Marion County to 

assist you. 

 

The Remonstration Resources and Data Sources sections of this packet contain sample letters, 

a materials checklist, petition forms and more information that will be helpful to you as you 

prepare for remonstration. 
 

Also, at any point during this process, feel free to contact Drug Free Marion County (317-254-

2815) and/or the Marion County Alliance of Neighborhood Associations (317-531-1822) to 

inform them of your desire to remonstrate. These organizations can be an ally and resource! 

 

 

 
 

The ATC Local Board’s Role in Application Review 
 The Local Board is responsible for approving or disapproving of all new, renewal, and 

transfer Alcoholic Beverage Permits in Marion County.  

 The disapproval of a permit is limited by state law. This list is provided below 

 Remonstrators need to be present to share concerns about a particular business or location. If 

no public concern is express the Local Board will have no reason to deny.  

 The Local Board may limit the testimony of remonstrators, particularly if the testimony is 

repetitive or is not relevant to the application at hand. 

 The Local Board may utilize any and all information presented at the hearing. However, it 

may not consider information obtained outside of the hearing process. 

 Thus, it is important for you to have all the information possible to present at the 

hearing. The Data section of this packet will guide you through information that you 

should obtain. 

Following the presentation of evidence by the applicant and the remonstrators, the Local Board 

votes to approve or deny the application. 

 
Relationship between the State and the Local Board 

 Ultimately, the State Alcohol and Tobacco Commission is responsible for issuing or denying 

alcoholic beverage permits. All local decisions are reviewed by the State Commission. The 

State Commission may revise the Local Board’s decision – and frequently does. There is an 

appeal process during which community members may further remonstrate. See What 

Happens After the Hearing: The Appeal Process on page 19. 

 

 

Preparing to Remonstrate 
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Why an Alcohol License can be Denied – Effective Approaches 

 
If you or a fellow community member decide to appear at the ATC Local Board Hearing or 

send a letter, it is important to understand the reasons a permit can be denied so that you can 

prepare your evidence accordingly.   

 When Local Board members sign the report to the State ATC voting for or against an alcohol 

license, they are limited by the State of Indiana on the reasons to deny granting an alcoholic 

beverage permit. Some arguments to deny – such as “it doesn’t make sense to sell alcohol at a 

gas station” – have been heard by the State Supreme Court and were rejected.  

 Therefore, a denial must be linked to one of the six identified legal restrictions preventing such 

a license:  

 

Legal Grounds to Deny a License – New Permit Applications and Transfers of 

Location (From the Alcohol Tobacco Commission Local Board Handbook): 
 

At a hearing on a new permit or a transfer of location application, the applicant has the burden to prove he 

qualifies to hold the desired permit at the proposed location. An applicant may be denied for any one or more 

of the following: 

1. The applicant does not maintain a high and fine reputation in the community;  

2. There is no need for the services of the applicant at the proposed location; 

3. The neighborhood and/or community do not desire the services;  

4. The services at the proposed location would have a negative impact on other businesses in the 

neighborhood as well as a negative impact on the neighborhood in general;  

5. The permit premises is within 200 feet of a church or school; or 

6. The permit premise is in a residential area as referred to in IC 7.1-1-3-38 and 905 IAC 1-18-1. 

 

The most commonly used arguments to deny a permit are based on the community not wanting or 

needing alcohol to be sold in a particular location.   

1. No need – Here, existing availability of alcohol and concentration of nearby alcohol 

outlets would be a major factor in your argument.  
a. “Need” legally means whether the services are available at the location or in some close 

geographic proximity.  905 IAC 1-27-4(a)   

2. No desire – This argument could be 

based on crime rates or other problems in 

the community – such as existing public-

nuisance or alcohol-related issues – as 

well as whether you and your group 

would oppose shopping at the business if 

it sold alcohol. 

a. “Desire” legally means whether 

individuals would purchase those products at that location, if they were available.  905 

IAC 1-27-4(b) 
 
 
 

 

Important: Each permit application 
is considered separately by the Local 
Board. Therefore, remonstrators 
wishing to protest more than one 
application must have evidence, as 
well as petitions, specific to each 

application location.   
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Arguments That Have Been Rejected by the Courts  
 

1. The argument that the business is not a grocery store. 

a. The definition of a grocery store has been established by the ATC. This legal 

definition can be found in the appendix
2
. One would need a great knowledge of the 

law and case studies to use this argument as evidence. 

2. The argument that gas and alcohol should not be sold at the same location 

a. This argument can conflict with the legal definition of a grocery store.  

b. The law does not permit the denial of an alcoholic beverage permit because an 

applicant sells fuel and oil products. (Kocolene Oil Corporation vs. Indiana Alcohol and 

Tobacco Commission, Cause No. CV781-322 (1984) 
3. The argument that minors are allowed in grocery/convenience stores, but not liquor stores. 

 While, as noted earlier, this can be a legitimate personal concern, law permits this 

discrepancy; denying a license based on this argument is unlawful. 

4. Remonstration by competitors, such as package-store owners. 

a. This represents a conflict of interest for the competing business owners. (“[a] 

witness’s bias, prejudice, or ulterior motives are always relevant in that they may discredit 

him/her or affect the weight of [the] testimony” Standifer v. State of Indiana 718 N.E.2d 

1107,1110 (Ind.1999) quoting Pfeffercorn v State of Indiana, 413 N.E.2d 1088, 1089 (Ind. 

Ct. App. 1980) 

 

Materials That Will Help You Make Your Case for Effective Evidence 

 
Because the law provides specific grounds upon which applications are judged, you must provide 

evidence that meets the “effective” criteria above. Here are suggestions for materials to collect for 

the ATC Local Board Hearing: 

 
1. Use visual documentation to prove no need.  Present a map showing the number of existing alcohol 

outlets within a one- to two-mile radius.  In the past, when a competitor presented such evidence, it 

has been dismissed by the ATC as a conflict of interest; however, when the evidence has been 

presented by community residents, it has sometimes been upheld. 

**See data section at the end of packet for helpful hints on data collection** 
 

2. Present evidence that the community at large does not desire this alcohol location. Ask residents 

living close to the applicant’s location to sign petitions against the license. Petitions should be signed 

and presented to the local board by residents, not by business competitors.  (Often, local businesses, 

community groups and churches will help you by asking customers or clients to sign a petition in 

protest of a permit.)  Petitions are most effective when those who sign them live or work directly in 

the area of the proposed permit location. 
 

3. Provide documentation showing that concern comes from a larger body of individuals, not just 

one or a few people.  This should include a letter detailing the date, time and place of any 

discussions by an organization’s staff and/or board members, votes held by an organization, or 

petitions collected. 
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Additional Effective Strategies 
 

In addition to no need and no desire, the following strategies also can be considered by the Local Board in 

its decision to grant or deny an alcohol license. Determine if the following situations apply: 
 

1. Does the applicant fail to maintain a high and fine reputation in the community? 

Did/does the business owner fail to comply with the rules and regulations of the ATC and other 

state/federal agencies? Documentation may include evidence that the applicant has had past tobacco, 

alcohol and/or health-inspection violations, or that the property has been a site for numerous criminal 

offenses. (See Data Sources on page 29 for possible resources for this information.) In addition to 

documenting this information for the proposed location, also check to see if the applicant owns any 

other similar businesses. If so, it is pertinent to check the violations and criminal offenses occurring on 

these other properties. If the other properties already have alcohol licenses, have there been any alcohol 

violations?  

 

Drug Free Marion County maintains a database of Marion County businesses that have been cited for 

alcohol-related violations by the Indiana State Excise Police since January 2007. Through this database, 

you can generate reports that show violations by Indianapolis-area restaurants, bars, 

grocery/convenience/drug stores and package liquor stores. Information can be sorted by violation type, 

business cited, the zip code of cited businesses and more. Visit the database at 

http://www.drugfreemc.org/Portals/0/Alcohol%20Licensure%20Info/Liquor%20Permit%20Violations2

007-2009.xls.  

 

Remember: the business owner’s character is a reflection of all businesses he/she owns and 

manages, not just the location in question. You could also check the various items sold by the 

business: make a list of items such as drug paraphernalia (rolling papers, test tubes, etc.) or excessive 

alcohol accessories (a large number of shot glasses, flasks, corkscrews, etc). 
 

2. Will this new alcohol location have a negative impact on other businesses in the neighborhood, or 

will it have a negative impact in the community?   
-The key here is detailed data documentation and visual evidence, including first-hand reports, maps and 

tables. If other business owners (except competitors) are concerned, bring them to the hearing to express 

these concerns in person.  (IMPORTANT: Remember that the Local Board will not consider the 

testimony of any existing business owners with alcohol licenses, as it is assumed that these business 

owners are concerned primarily with competition.) 

-If the data on your community show a high crime rate, you could express your concern that crime 

would increase with additional alcohol outlets. 
 

3. Is the proposed location within 200 feet of a school or church?  Although legally only districts zoned 

as a C3 (commercial district) must abide by this rule, it can and should be expressed as a concern by the 

community at the hearing if the proposed location is within 200 feet of a school or church. Again, 

documentation, evidence and data are sure ways to prove and make a strong case. 
 

4. Is the proposed location in a residential area?  Residential areas have a strong presence of families 

and children.  This type of atmosphere should be safe, clean and healthy.  If you believe the presence of 

a new alcohol location in a residential district is contradictory to these standards, document this concern 

(try a neighborhood map, signed statements from neighbors, etc.) and bring those materials to the Local 

Board Hearing. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.drugfreemc.org/Portals/0/Alcohol%20Licensure%20Info/Liquor%20Permit%20Violations2007-2009.xls
http://www.drugfreemc.org/Portals/0/Alcohol%20Licensure%20Info/Liquor%20Permit%20Violations2007-2009.xls
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5. Will the new alcohol license be (or, if renewing, is the current one already) a “public nuisance?”  
For an existing permit location, documenting that this location has been a place of crime, loud or rowdy 

behavior and a disturbance to the neighbors displays that this property is a public nuisance. Proving this 

concern for a new alcohol license location is more difficult because it is not yet in business. But 

bringing up concerns about loud or rowdy behavior, the possibility of criminal activity (especially if 

levels already are elevated in this community), or other neighborhood disturbances could be effective 

strategies. Again, bring documentation: a record of crime rates, signed neighbor statements, etc. 

 

6. Did you contact the Applicant prior to the Hearing to express your concerns?  The Marion 

County Local ATC Board suggests trying to work out a deal with the business owner before the public 

hearing.  Create a written summary of any meetings or phone conversations, and make copies of all 

written/electronic correspondence.  Even if you and the business owner can NOT reach a common 

conclusion, you will be able to demonstrate at the public hearing in front of the Local Board that you 

expressed your concerns directly to the applicant. 

 

 

Renewal of Existing Permits 
 Each alcohol permit must be renewed annually by submitting a renewal application to the Commission.  

The Local Board is required to examine each renewal application every two years.   

 A permittee is not required to attend a Local Board hearing concerning the renewal application unless 

they have a pending violation or are notified to attend by the Commission or Local Board. 

 The Local Board cannot deny an application for renewal of a permit unless the permittee is notified and 

given an opportunity to be present at the Local Board hearing. 

 An application for renewal is handled much the same way as a new permit application 

o However, the Local Board must consider only three factors set forth by 905 IAC 1-27-1, 1-27-2, 

and 1-27-3: whether the applicant is of good moral character; whether the permit premises have 

become a public nuisance; and whether any criminal offenses have taken place at the permit 

premises. 
 

Transfer of Ownership 
When the holder of a permit desires to transfer the permit to another person, that person must come before 

the Local Board. Generally, an application to transfer ownership of a permit is similar to a new permit 

application in that the person who will own the permit must establish his or her fitness to hold the permit. 
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The State of Indiana has instituted processes to control the sale and distribution of alcohol. The 

State Alcohol and Tobacco Commission is responsible for overseeing that process. Alcohol-license 

applications are considered at Local ATC Board Hearings. Here’s how to find where and when your 

Local Board Meeting will be held. 
 

Location of Marion County Local ATC Board Hearings  
Place: City/County Building 

200 E. Washington St., Room 260 

Indianapolis, IN  46204 

Time: Hearings begin at 9:30 a.m.  

How Often: Meetings occur the first and third Monday of every month. Note: on Monday 

holidays, the meeting date will shift to the following Tuesday. 

 

Members of Local ATC Board in Marion County 
 John Borel (Board President) 

 Holly Davis 

 Jennifer Ping 

 Sandy Ray 

 Township Elected Members (only present the first meeting of every month) 

o Dan McMillan 

o Lawrence Member 

o Jack Snyed 

 

Contact Information: 

 State Excise Police District Offices 
Marion County is in district #6 

6979 Corporate Circle 

Indianapolis, IN 46278  

Website: http://www.in.gov/atc/isep/index.htm 

  Contact Person: Sandy Ray (also a member of Marion County Local Board) 

  Telephone: (317) 293-2437 

OR 

  Contact Person: Sgt. Monty McMahan 

  Telephone: (317) 293-2437 

 

 

 
              

Finding a Local ATC Board 

Hearing 

 
 

Marion County Information 

http://www.in.gov/atc/isep/index.htm


 

 18 

 

Fin 

 

 

 
 

By law (I.C. 7.1-2-1-10), the Indiana Alcohol & Tobacco Commission meets: 
Place:  Indiana Government Center South 

  302 W. Washington Street, Room E-112 

  Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Time:  10 a.m. 

When:  Meetings occur the first and third Tuesday of each month and are open to the public.  

 

Members of the Alcohol Tobacco Commission 
 Thomas Snow – Chairman 

 David Johnson – Vice Chair 

 Dale Sturtz – Commissioner 

 Frank Guthrie - Commissioner 

 

Contact Information 

 State of Indiana Alcohol and Tobacco Commission 
 302 West Washington Street, IGCS Room E-114 

 Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Website: http://www.in.gov/atc 

 Contact Person: Kim Chew (Paralegal) 

 Telephone: 317-232-2430 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceedings of Remonstrators at Local Board Hearings 
An outline of how to conduct “Recommended Local Board Meetings” is found on page 15-16 of the ATC 

Handbook.  This description of proceedings is based on that outline. 

 

 The Local Board Hearings begin with a Call to Order. Next, a description of day, time and ATC 

board members present are noted for the legal record. The Local Board then will ask “Are there 

any persons here who wish to voice opposition to any permits on the agenda today?  If so, will 

you stand, state the permit you wish to remonstrate against, and remain standing.” 

 Usually the board will wait until the end of the hearing to address the permit licenses for which 

there are remonstrators present so that members can focus solely on the facts and evidence 

presented by both the remonstrators and the applicant/applicant’s attorney. 

The Local Board Hearing: What to 

Expect When You Remonstrate  

Finding a State ATC Board 

Hearing 

 
 

Marion County Information 
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 When the application a remonstrator is protesting arises during the hearing, the board will call 

any remonstrators forward to share their concerns. At that time, you should sign the 

remonstration sheet for that case.  

o FYI: Local remonstrators will be notified of any subsequent hearings for this particular 

license request at the state level and will have the opportunity to register as an 

intervening remonstrator and remonstrate at the state hearing. 

 Each remonstrator must give his/her full name and address or telephone number, and then may 

begin his/her remonstration.   

 After each statement by the remonstrators, the applicant and/or applicant’s attorney will have 

the right to ask questions about what has been said. 

o The Local Board must be mindful of the due process of law.  The applicant or permittee 

shall have the right to question the witnesses making complaints against him/her. Such 

witnesses shall be under oath. After the remonstrators speak, the applicant or permittee 

shall be given the right to present any relevant evidence in support of the applicant or 

permittee’s position regarding issuance or renewal of the permit. 

 

This is a general outline of the local board hearing agenda for each meeting: 

Call to Order 

 Opening Statements 

 Request for Remonstrators 

 Oath 

 Questions for Applicants 

New Business: Advertised renewals without remonstrators, advertised new and 

transfer applications, advertised renewals with remonstrators or violations 

 

in 

 

 

 
The Appeal Process 
Found on page 7 of the ATC Handbook 

 Once the Commission grants or denies an application, the applicant or other interested parties 

have 15 days to appeal the State Commission’s action. 

 A remonstrator may appeal the Commission’s grant of a permit by filing a Petition for 

Intervention with the Commission, prior to the appeal hearing, in which the remonstrator must 

show that he or she has “standing” to appeal the Commission’s decision and become an 

“Intervening Remonstrator.”  

o To establish standing the remonstrator must demonstrate that a “direct injury” will 
result from the Commission action causing immediate or future harm to a legal interest 

of the remonstrator.   

 Note: The criteria for remonstrating at the State level involves demonstrating 

“personal injury” by this alcohol location, which is different than the no need/no 

desire criteria for remonstrating at the Local Level 

What Happens After the Hearing: 

The Appeal Process 
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o General disagreement with a policy or injury that is common to all members of the 

community is not sufficient to grant standing – the remonstrator must show that he or 

she will personally suffer an injury distinct from other members of the community. 

o If the remonstrator cannot demonstrate standing so as to become an Intervening 

Remonstrator, anyone who remonstrated at the Local Board hearing may remonstrate at 

the appeal hearing, at the discretion of the Hearing Judge. 

o Only an Intervening Remonstrator, however, has the right to appeal the Commission’s 

decision or seek judicial review of the Commission’s internal appeal proceedings. 
 

 

Chart 1: Indicates the process of an applicant who appeals the local board’s decision to the State ATC 

board. Found on page 10-11 of the ATC Handbook 
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As mentioned earlier in this manual, the State Alcohol and Tobacco Commission ultimately is 

responsible for issuing or denying alcoholic beverage permits. All local decisions are reviewed by 

the State Commission and may be revised. Therefore, it is helpful to understand the structure and 

responsibilities of both the State and Local ATC. 

 

Indiana Alcohol & Tobacco Commission Mission Statement 
As copied from the ATC website: http://www.in.gov/atc/index.htm 

The general purpose of the Alcohol & Tobacco Commission's work, as defined by law, is:  

 To protect the economic welfare, health, peace, and morals of the people of this state  

 To regulate and limit the manufacture, sale, possession, and use of alcohol and alcoholic 

beverages  

 To regulate the sale, possession, and distribution of tobacco products   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
NOTE: The following was taken from the “Indiana Alcohol and Tobacco Commission Local Board 

Handbook.” This handbook can be found on the Indiana ATC website. The direct URL is 

http://www.in.gov/atc/files/INAlcoholBevComm-bklt.pdf 
 

**This information is provided to help you better understand the process, proceedings, and history of 

the ATC and Board Hearings, both at the State and local levels.** 
 

History of the Alcohol and Tobacco Commission 
 On February 20, 1933, the 21st Amendment was passed by the U.S. Congress and fully ratified 

by December 5, 1933.  The 21st Amendment repealed national prohibition, and the Indiana 

General Assembly created the Alcoholic Beverage Commission to control and regulate the sale 

of alcohol within the state of Indiana.   

 In 2001, the name was changed to the Alcohol and Tobacco Commission. 

 The Indiana State Excise Police is the law enforcement division of the Commission.   

 Primary goals of the Commission are the prevention of underage drinking and tobacco use and 

the collection of revenue from the sale of alcohol and tobacco 

 

Primary Duties and Responsibilities of the State ATC:  
 The State Commission is composed of four members appointed by the Governor, one of 

whom is the Chairman.   

 The State ATC oversees the permit process and provides the forms; requests are turned in to 

this office first to determine if a permit is available in the community requested and that the 

application is in order. 

 

The State and Local ATC Ĕ 

A Closer Look 

 
 

Marion County Information 

http://www.in.gov/atc/index.htm
http://www.in.gov/atc/files/INAlcoholBevComm-bklt.pdf
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 Applications are then sent to the local board for the initial hearing. 

 The local board’s ruling is then submitted to the state Commission to ratify or amend.  

 Ultimately, the State Commission is responsible for issuing or denying alcoholic beverage 

permits.   

 The state also provides final ruling on all permit renewals and transfer requests. 

 The state Commission also holds auctions to sell available alcohol license permits to the 

highest bidder. 

 

Functions of the Local Board 
 Each of the State’s 92 counties has a Local Board, which investigates all applications for 

alcoholic beverage retailer and dealer permits in their respective county.   

 The Local Board is made up of four members – one appointed by the Board of County 

Commissioners, one by the chief executive of the largest City or Town in the County, one by the 

County Fiscal Body, and one designated representative of the State Commission (who is usually 

an Officer of the Indiana State Excise Police). 

 Marion County’s Board has members representing the other incorporated areas (Beech Grove, 

Speedway and Lawrence). These members attend the first hearing of each month.  

 Local Boards conduct regular meetings at which they consider applications for permits to sell 

alcohol, including applications for new permits, renewal of existing permits, and transfers of 

ownership and/or locations of a permit.   

o These meetings are advertised and open to the public, and must be conducted in 

accordance with Indiana’s Open Door Laws, which include: 
(Open Door Laws found on page 12 of the ATC Handbook) 

1. Notice must be posted of Local Board meetings 48 hours in advance by posting a copy of 

the meeting agenda at the office of the agency holding the meetings. If time, date or location 

of the meeting is changed, notice of the change must be posted 48 hours in advance. If the 

location of the meeting is changed, the notice must be posted at both the former location and 

the new location. 

2. Post the agenda at the entrance to the meeting location. 

3. Record minutes at the meeting, using the sample form provided, and send the minutes to 

the Commission within a reasonable period of time. 

o The Local Board must have at least three members in attendance to conduct a meeting. 

 At each meeting, the Local Board votes on each application before it, and submits its votes to 

the State Commission. The State Commission then reviews the Board’s recommendation and 

determines whether it will follow the Local Board’s recommendation. 

o ** Thus, even if the Local Board denies the alcohol permit application, the State 

Commission can overturn the Local Board and grant the permit. Remonstrators who 

wish to get a permit denied in their community sometimes have to remonstrate twice, 

once at the local level and once at the state level. 

o The State commission normally follows the Local Board’s recommendation, but may 

overturn the Local Board if, for example, the Local Board’s decision was not based on 

evidence or was not in accordance with the law. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Note: this ends the portions taken directly from the “Indiana Alcohol and Tobacco Commission Local 

Board Handbook.” 
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 ~Drug Free Marion County: 317-254-2815 or nbeals@drugfreemc.org 

  

 

On the date of the hearing remember to bring: 
(It is recommended that you bring at least 5 copies of each document you will use, so that you can 

present the local board with the information you collected) 

 

 Data about your community and the impact of alcohol/crime 

 Any graphs, charts and tables you have created 

 Any recent news stories you have seen concerning alcohol/community 

problems near the proposed alcohol outlet 

 

 Petitions against the proposed alcohol  location 

 Make sure you have documented how, where and when you gathered petition 

signatures 

 Make sure you calculate the number of signatures you have collected 

 

 A copy of the letter your group sent to the alcohol license applicant, with date it was sent 

 

 Your letter to the Local Board from your community/ neighborhood group members  

 

 Your Letter to the Local Board from the leaders of your community group and/or its Board 

 

 Letters to the Local Board from churches or neighborhoods directly located near the new 

alcohol applicant in protest of the new license 

 

 The date/agenda of the community meeting when your group discussed the new alcohol 

applicant’s location and request  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Materials Checklist for Hearing Date 

mailto:nbeals@drugfreemc.org
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YOUR ORGANIZATION NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

 

ALCOHOL APPLICANT’S NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

 

Dear __________________________________________, 

 

We ________________________ (name of group) were informed that you have recently applied to 

receive an alcohol license at the location ______________________________.  As community 

members, we have discussed your request and are concerned because we are already exposed to 

excessive alcohol use in our community. We believe that adding another outlet for alcohol sales will 

increase the harm to the community. Furthermore, we believe another alcohol retailer in our 

community will intensify the chance that young people will start drinking due to increased 

accessibility to alcohol.   

 

IF YOU ARE CONCERNED WITH A CONVENIENCE STORE ALCOHOL APPLICATION 

YOU MAY WANT TO INCLUDE THIS PARAGRAPH: 

In general, gas stations/convenience stores selling alcohol are problematic because they are the least 

regulated retail outlet for alcohol sales. They are not frequently monitored by the excise police.  

Also, their clerks do not have to be 21 years of age, licensed or trained, making it easier for teens to 

sell to teens.  Often children frequent these stores, which are many times in their neighborhoods or 

on their way home from school, without adult supervision. 

 

The members have voted on _______ (date vote was taken) to send this letter advising you of our 

concern and our recommendation that alcohol not be sold at this location.  Our community already 

has a sufficient number of alcohol outlets around this location.  Additional alcohol sales are not 

desired or necessary.  Thank you for your consideration of our request that you effectively withdraw 

your application for alcohol licensure. 

 

Sincerely, 

Signed by all members  

 

 

Sample letter from Community Group  

to Alcohol Applicant 



 

Petition in Opposition to a NEW ALCOHOL BEVERAGE LOCATION 

As a member of the community, I am opposed to an alcohol beverage permit being located at _____________________________.  

 I believe there is no need for a permit at this location because there is sufficient availability in the area. 

Furthermore, the community does not desire for there to be alcohol sold at this specific location. 

 

Signature Date 

Signed 

Name 

(Printed) 

Address/City/Zip Phone Email 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

IMPORTANT: Have documentation on how and where the signatures were collected, and who collected them.  It is 

recommended that you do NOT have just one sheet that will sit in a location for many days.  DO have one sheet designated for 

one location per day. 
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YOUR ORGANIZATION NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

 

ALCOHOL APPLICANT’S NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

 

 

Dear Alcohol and Tobacco Commissioning Board Members, 

 

I live in the area of ________________________ and/or own a business called 

____________________ in the area of _____________________.  I am writing to express concern 

about ________________________ obtaining an alcohol license permit in the area of 

_______________.   

 

 

We personally would like to request that this alcohol outlet be denied because: 

(List of possible reasons you don’t want alcohol sold at that store) 

o There is no need for the service at the proposed location. Detail the number of retail 

alcohol outlets that already exist in the area (give actual number and proximity) 

o Community members do not desire to purchase alcohol at this store. Document 

number of community members expressing this sentiment, by petitions, votes at 

meetings, etc.  

o Would alcohol sales at this location create a negative impact on other businesses or 

the neighborhood? Document plans for economic development, or the number of 

youth in the area and the location’s proximity to schools, playgrounds, and areas 

attractive to children.  

o Does this store have a bad reputation in the community that can be documented? 

(i.e. selling tobacco products to minors, violations at other branch stores, not 

standing behind product or service. Document through violation reports, complaints 

to the Better Business Bureau and Angie’s List, etc.) 

 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration regarding this alcohol licensing issue for 

________________.  We look forward to seeing it be effectively denied. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Full Legal Name and community group/business you are representing 

 
 

Sample letter from Community Group 

to ATC Board Members 
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YOUR ORGANIZATION NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

 

ALCOHOL APPLICANT’S NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

 

Members of the Marion County Alcoholic Beverage Commission, 

 

We at __________________ located at __________________ are concerned about 

______________________ applying for an alcohol license in our community. We have been 

serving the community/neighborhood since____________ and currently have __________ total 

members. We have been notified that the aforementioned business has applied for a license to sell 

alcohol at the location ________________________.  Our members have discussed this issue and 

are very concerned about the addition of alcohol products to this store because of the rapidly 

increasing number of alcohol retail outlets in our community/neighborhood and in Marion County.  

In 2009, 307 retail outlets in Marion County were licensed to sell alcohol. This year, an additional 

XX (put current number here) retail outlets have applied for their licenses. 

 

We would like to encourage you as commission members to help us in this effort. Numerous studies 

show that underage and binge drinking is influenced by both the “formal” and “social” availability 

of alcohol in the community. Formal sources are defined as retail sales outlets, whereas social 

sources include friends, family and third parties. You can help to limit the formal sources by your 

careful consideration of permit requests, especially in stores where minors are able to shop 

unaccompanied by adults. These types of stores are often in close proximity to residential housing 

and are not subject to active police patrol for illegal alcohol purchases. Gas stations/convenience 

stores selling alcohol are problematic because they are the least regulated retail outlet for alcohol 

sales. Their clerks do not have to 21 years of age, licensed, or trained, making it easier for teens to 

sell to teens. 

 

We would ask that you deny the alcohol permit(s) requested by _________________  on the 

grounds that the service is not needed and not desired due to concern for the well-being of the 

communities in which these stores exist.   

 

Thank you for your public service. Your decisions can have a significant impact on our community.  

 

Voted and approved by _________________________Board Members on 

__________________________. 

 

Sincerely, 

Signed by all Board Members           

Sample letter from Community Leaders 

to ATC Board Members 
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We encourage you to have the facts on hand at the remonstration hearing regarding the effects of 

alcohol in your community. Remember, the community may not desire another alcohol outlet based 

on the following: 

 The existing level of crime 

 Proximity to schools, churches, parks 

 A desire for retail diversity 

 Concern regarding an increase in automobile accidents 

 

 Here are some facts to consider as you begin to document no need, no desire and/or 

character concerns of the applicant: 

 

o Is the location of the applicant near any community resources such as a school, 

community center, church, library, family oriented neighborhoods, or any other areas 

that attract children or large groups of community members? 

o Is the location of the applicant near any major roads, highways, etc. that tend to have 

a high volume of accidents or traffic at excessive speeds? 

o Does the applicant have a bad reputation within the community? Or is the reputation 

a good one and there is concern that it may change if the application for alcohol 

licensure is granted? 

o What are the crime rates in your community? How many of those crimes were 

related to alcohol? In the past year, how many crimes were near the location of the 

new alcohol license? Obtain police reports to document your findings. 

 Map all locations where crime occurred in the past year and note which of 

these crimes were alcohol-related  

o How many other alcohol outlets are in the immediate ZIP code of the applicant’s 

location? If there are multiple other locations where alcohol is sold, is there a need 

for another outlet? 

 Map the location of all alcohol outlets in the immediate area. 

o What kind of economic growth do you desire for your community? Is it the alcohol 

business or is it specialty shops, clothing stores, etc.? 

 

You must identify your reasons and then document and support your points with: 

 Statistics – crime data, number of youth in the area, number of other alcohol 

outlets in the area 

 Community Plans – Has your community created a Development Plan or 

discussed retail diversity in the area? 

 Character – Does the applicant have a reputation for selling alcohol or tobacco to 

minors? Has he or she allowed crime or prostitution to occur on other owned 

properties? Has she or he promised to address health or safety problems at 

existing properties but then failed to follow through? 

 
 

Data to Collect 
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o Excise Police  

Contact info on page 17 under heading Finding a Local ATC Board Meeting. 
 

o Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department (IMPD) 
IMPD tracks a variety of information made available to the public on its website. 

Website: http://www.indy.gov/eGov/IMPD/Pages/home.aspx 

 

o Marion County Sheriff’s Department (MCSD) 
Contact: Sheriff Frank J Anderson,  (317) 327-1700 

MCSD tracks a variety of information made available to the public on its website. 

Website: http://www.indy.gov/eGov/County/MCSD/Pages/home.aspx 

 

o SAVI website  

What is SAVI? 
SAVI-Interactive is a dynamic community information system that allows you to map, 

compare and store data about Central Indiana communities from over 30 data sources. 

Website: http://www.savi.org/ 

 

o Indiana Prevention Resource Center (IPRC) website 

What is IPRC? 
IPRC works to strengthen prevention and treatment efforts through education, resources and 

research. Look for the “local data” heading on its website. 

Website: http://www.drugs.indiana.edu/ 

 

o DFMC’s Epidemiological Report 
To obtain a copy, contact Drug Free Marion County at 317-254-2815. In addition, our 

website has many quick facts. 

Website: www.drugfreemarioncounty.org  

 

o DFMC’s Alcohol Violations Database 
To find out if an existing business or business owner has received alcohol violations from 

the Indiana State Excise Police since January 2007, search our Alcohol Violations Database.  
Website: 

http://www.drugfreemc.org/Portals/0/Alcohol%20Licensure%20Info/Liquor%20Permit%20

Violations2007-2009.xls 

 
o State of Indiana and City of Indianapolis/Marion County websites 

State of Indiana 
On this site, you can find alcohol violations for existing businesses with a license and 

tobacco violations for locations that are proposing a new alcohol license. 

Website: http://www.in.gov/ 

City of Indianapolis/Marion County 
Website: http://www.indy.gov/  

 

Data Sources 

http://www.indy.gov/eGov/IMPD/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.indy.gov/eGov/County/MCSD/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.savi.org/
http://www.drugs.indiana.edu/
http://www.drugfreemarioncounty.org/
http://www.drugfreemc.org/Portals/0/Alcohol%20Licensure%20Info/Liquor%20Permit%20Violations2007-2009.xls
http://www.drugfreemc.org/Portals/0/Alcohol%20Licensure%20Info/Liquor%20Permit%20Violations2007-2009.xls
http://www.in.gov/
http://www.indy.gov/
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Drug Free Marion County has collected numerous data and documentation that can be useful for 

those wishing to remonstrate against an alcohol-license request. Available information includes: 

 

 Local Epidemiological Report on Underage and Binge Drinking 

 Alcohol Violations Database: Contains information on alcohol violations as cited by state 

excise police of Marion County businesses from January 2007 to present. Information can 

be sorted by business name, type of violation, zip code and more. 

 Tobacco Violations Database of both trip inspectors and excise citations. 

 Quota and allocation information for the different types of alcoholic beverage permits 

(retail, dealer, wholesaler) 

 Information on the allocation of alcoholic beverage permits in incorporated and 

unincorporated areas of Marion County 

 Alcohol-outlet density statistics for Marion County zip codes 

 Details on the locations of alcoholic beverage licenses in proximity to Marion County 

schools 

 
For more information, visit www.drugfreemarioncounty. 

 

For personal assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact the Drug Free Marion County staff at 317-

254-2815. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

              
 

Data Collected by DFMC 

http://www.drugfreemarioncounty/
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This map displays the areas of Marion County used for the alcohol license quota system.  
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Marion County Schools and Alcohol Retail Outlets 

 

 
 

 

 

Public School 

Other School 

 

      Alcohol Retail Outlet 
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Don’t Stop at Remonstration 
 

There are many things you can do to raise awareness in your community about alcohol outlet 

concentration and alcohol issues, in addition to attending the Marion County Local ATC 

Board Hearings.  These ideas can work in conjunction with what you are doing to prepare for the 

Local Board hearing or stand alone as projects to tackle later when you are not strapped for time 

preparing for the hearing.   

 
It is important to let influential leaders, publications and media know that you are concerned.  

Here are a few reasons you may want to contact these resources:  

-To share what you learned about your community as you prepared for an ATC hearing. 

-To draw attention to opposition of a certain application location near you. 

-To share your experience at the ATC local or state hearing. 

-To express your concern about alcohol issues in Indiana and your community – and specifically 

what you are concerned about and WHY. 

 
 Letter to the Editor 

Publications you may consider contacting: 

Indianapolis Star  
 307 N Pennsylvania St, Indianapolis, IN 46204-1899 

Telephone: 317-444-4000 

Contact Form Online: http://www2.indystar.com/help/contact_us.html 

NUVO  
 3951 N Meridian St, Suite 200, Indianapolis IN 46208-4078 

 Telephone: 317-254-2400 

Contact Form Online: http://www.nuvo.net/contact 

Indianapolis Monthly 
 40 Monument Circle, Suite 100, Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 Telephone: 317-237-9288 

Contact Form Online: http://www.indianapolismonthly.com/info/contact.aspx 

 The Indianapolis Recorder 
2901 N. Tacoma Ave 

Indianapolis, IN 46218 

Telephone: (317) 924-5143 

Contact Form Online: http://www.indianapolisrecorder.com/our_newspaper/contact_us/ 

Angie’s List 
1030 E Washington St, Indianapolis, IN 46202 

Telephone: 888-888-LIST (5478) 

Contact Form Online: 

http://www.angieslist.com/AngiesList/ Visitor/ContactUs.aspx?u=1 

 Better Business Bureau 
22 E Washington St # 200 

Indianapolis, IN 46204-3584 

Telephone: (317) 488-2222 

Contact Form Online: http://indy.bbb.org/contact-us/ 

 Your Local Neighborhood Newspaper 

Beyond Remonstration: Other 

Community Actions 

http://www.indianapolismonthly.com/info/contact.aspx
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 Contact News Stations 

WFYI 
 1630 N Meridian St, Indianapolis IN 46202 

 Telephone: 317-636-2020 

 Website: http://www.wfyi.org/contactUs.asp 

 

WISH 
 1950 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, IN 46202 

 Telephone: (317) 923-8888 

 Contact Form Online: http://www.wishtv.com/subindex/About_Us/Contact_Us/  

 

WRTV 
 1330 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, IN 46202 

 Telephone: (317) 269-1440 

 Contact Form Online: http://www.theindychannel.com/contact/index.html 

 

WTHR 
 1000 N. Meridian St. Indianapolis, IN 46202 

 Telephone: (317) 636-1313 

 Contact Form Online: http://www.wthr.com/Global/category.asp?C=28218 

 

WTTV 
 6910 Network Place, Indianapolis, IN 46278 

 Website: http://www.indianas4.com/pages/about_main 

 

WXIN  
 6910 Network Place, Indianapolis IN 46278 

 Email: fox59news@tribune.com 

 Contact Form Online: http://www.fox59.com/pages/newstips 

 

 Contact Radio Stations 

Here are a few radio stations in Indianapolis: 
Indianapolis  WEDJ   107.1 FM  Spanish  

Indianapolis  WFMS   95.5 FM  Country  

Indianapolis  WFYI   90.1 FM  Classical/Jazz  

Indianapolis  WIAU   95.9 FM  Oldies  

Indianapolis  WIBC   1070 AM  News Talk  

Indianapolis  WICR   88.7 FM  Classical/Jazz  

Indianapolis  WISG   93.9 FM  Cont Christian  

Indianapolis  WJJK   104.5 FM  Adult Hits  

Indianapolis  WKLU   101.9 Cont Christian  

Indianapolis  WRZX   103.3 FM  Alt Rock  

Indianapolis  WTPI   107.9 FM  Adult Hits  

Indianapolis  WXLW   950 AM  Sports  

Indianapolis  WXNT   1430 AM  TalkRadio  

Indianapolis  WZPL   99.5 FM  Modern AC 

 
 Contact your Legislators 

 Website: http://www.in.gov/legislative/index.html 

 To find the legislator representing your community, go to 

http://www.in.gov/apps/sos/legislator/search/map.jsp and type in your zip code. 

 To contact the Indiana State Legislators in General: 
Indiana House of Representatives  
200 W. Washington Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46204-2786 

(317) 232-9600 

(800) 382-9842 
 

Indiana State Senate 
200 W. Washington Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46204-2785 

(317) 232-9400 

(800) 382-9467 

     

http://www.indianas4.com/pages/about_main
mailto:fox59news@tribune.com
http://www.wedjfm.com/
http://www.wfms.com/
http://www.wfyi.org/
http://www.gold959.com/
http://www.wibc.com/
http://wicr.uindy.edu/
http://www.939thesong.com/
http://www.1045jackfm.com/
http://www.wklu.net/
http://www.wrzx.com/
http://www.1079thetrack.com/
http://www.espn950.com/
http://www.newstalk1430.com/
http://www.wzpl.com/
http://www.in.gov/legislative/index.html
http://www.in.gov/apps/sos/legislator/search/map.jsp
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1. Legal Age Law: 

Minors (those under 21 years of age) need to know that, in accordance with Indiana Code 7.1-5-7-7, 

it is illegal to knowingly: 

 Possess alcohol 

 Consume alcohol 

 Transport alcohol on a public highway when not accompanied by at least one of his/her 

parents or guardians 

(from the ISEP website: http://www.in.gov/atc/isep/2384.html) 

2. HB 1118 Definition of a grocery store 

SOURCE: IC 7.1-1-2-18.5; (08)HE 1118.1.3  SECTION 3. IC 7.1-1-3-18.5 IS ADDED TO THE 

INDIANA CODE ASA NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS [Effective July 1, 2008] Sec. 

18.5 

(a) “Grocery Store” means a store or part of a store that is known generally as: 

(1) a supermarket, grocery store, or delicatessen and is primarily engaged in the retail sale of 

a general food line which may include: 

 (A) canned and frozen foods 

 (B) fresh fruits and vegetables; and 

 (C) fresh and prepared meats, fish, and poultry; 

(2) subject to subsection (b), a convenience store or food mart is primarily engaged in: 

(A) the retail sale of a line of goods that may include milk, bread, soda, and snacks; 

or 

(B) the retail sale of automotive fuels and the retail sale of a line of goods that may 

include mile, bread, soda, and snacks; 

(3) a warehouse club, superstore, or general merchandise store and is primarily engaged in 

the retail sale of a general line of groceries or gourmet foods in combination with general 

lines of new merchandise, which may include apparel, furniture, and appliances; or 

(4) a specialty or gourmet food store primarily engaged in the retail sale of miscellaneous 

specialty foods not for immediate consumption and not made on the premises, not including: 

 (A) meat, fish, and seafood 

 (B) fruits and vegetables; 

 (C) confections, nuts, and popcorn; and 

 (D) baked goods 

(b) the term includes a convenience sore or food mart as described in subsection (a) (2) only if the 

sale of alcoholic beverages on the premises of the convenient store or food mart represents a 

percentage of annual gross sales of twenty-five percent (25%) or less of all items sold on the 

premises, excluding gasoline and automotive oil products 

(c) the term does not include an establishment generally known as a gas station that is primarily 

engaged in: 

(1) the retail sale of automotive fuels, which may include diesel fuel, gasohol, or gasoline; or 

(2) the retail sale of automotive fuels, which may include diesel fuel, gasohol, or gasoline 

and activities that may include providing repair service, selling automotive oils, replacement 

parts, and accessories, or providing food services. 

 

 

 

Appendix 

http://www.in.gov/atc/isep/2384.html

